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We support voluntary action and communities throughout Northumberiand





BULLETIN 5:  JULY 2010

________________________________________________________________

This is our fifth ‘CANNY’ electronic news bulletin.
We will be sending them each month, between the quarterly hard copies of CAN News.

As always, if any of the information included might be of interest to your colleagues and friends, please forward this bulletin to them.  

We also always welcome any feedback so feel free to contact us.
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What’s New at NALC

Norman Dunn has recently taken on the part time duties of the Northumberland Association of Local Councils Development Officer. His aim will be to provide additional services to our member councils. The work will fall in three main areas:

1. Help member councils develop the skills and the business and organisational systems to help them work effectively and efficiently in performing their functions.
2. Help NALC develop as an organisation to ensure the structures and functions it performs match the needs of the member councils.
3. Help liaise with and work alongside the County Council and other partner organisations in the voluntary and community sector and beyond to ensure communities benefit from and are able to influence the services that are delivered to them.

Norman has already made a start and has sent out a version of the Standing Orders cut down substantially from the National version to four or five pages.

NALC hope to add to this and hopefully build up a library of documents Parish Councils can pick off the website and adapt for their own use. If you have any policies and procedures you think we can share why not send NALC a copy. 

If you think Norman can help, or you have information we can share please let him know – He can be contacted at normandunn@ca-north.org.uk .

NALC E:bulletin
If you are a Clerk or Councillor from a NALC member council why not send us your contact details. We are starting an e-newsletter specifically for NALC members. It will be on the lines of this newsletter but will be more specific to parish councils and current issues of the County Committee of NALC.

We have had a number of responses to an email I sent out last week but if you missed that or haven’t seen it yet why not send details in now. Please send us your name, council and email address to sueandrew@ca-north.org.uk 

COMMA fund awards and the future of COMMA
COMMA, the Community Aggregates Fund, aims to compensate communities affected by quarrying, by supporting community-based projects in their area. 

Two projects in Northumberland have successfully secured funding through COMMA this year. The successful projects are Netherton War Memorial Hall (£9,300) and High Forest Community Centre (£6,172). CAN provide support to applicants, assess applications and shortlist applications to go to the national panel which is operated by ACRE.

Since 2007, ACRE has delivered this annual grants programme funded by Defra’s Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF). In Northumberland 6 projects have received a total of £54,151. This is the final round of the current programme.
The future of COMMA is uncertain but when a decision is made we will let you know through CANNY News.

Trusthouse Charitable Foundation

CAN has recently been contacted by the Trusthouse Charitable Foundation as the number of applications they have received under their Rural Issues theme has been disappointing.
So now may be a good time to apply!

Grants up to £9,999 are available for revenue costs and from £5,001 to £30,000 for capital costs.

Visit www.trusthousecharitablefoundation.org.uk for more details.
What could your community do with £10,000?

Northumberland National Park and the Community Foundation have teamed up to offer one National Park community group – either in and around the Park (you do not have to be a registered charity, but you must have charitable purposes) to apply for the chance to win a flat grant of £10,000! 

Your community needs to deliver two or more of these priority areas:

~Biodiversity and Habitat Preservation; ~ Climate Change Adaptation; ~ Litter and Waste Reduction; ~ Environmental Education; ~ Waterways and Flood Prevention; ~ Forestry and Woodlands

The closing date for applications is 5pm on Monday 16th August 2010, with the winning community chosen in September. 

Full details can be found on the NNPA website - http://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/livingin/grantsandsupport/sustainabledevelopmentfund.htm
Data projectors and laptops available for use at training etc:

If you are a voluntary /community / not-for-profit group based in west Northumberland (the former Tynedale district) you can hire a laptop and projector for presentations, training, talks etc on a short –term basis (no longer than a week) FREE OF CHARGE through CAN and the West Northumberland Community Development Network. The equipment is held on our behalf in Hexham Community Centre and bookings can be made by ringing the Centre Manager on (01434) 602707. 
We also have similar equipment available, on similar terms, from our Berwick office - call Christine on 01289 304141 and from our headquarters in Morpeth - call Sue on 01670 500820.

Awards and Rewards 

Could a project in Northumberland gain national recognition?

The Ashden Awards - a long-standing competition aiming to reward and recognise local sustainability and renewable energy projects - is open to not-for-profit organisations, charities, businesses, schools and councils across the UK. It offers a top prize of £20,000 and five other honours worth £10,000 to celebrate the success of “ground-breaking initiatives”.

The free-to-enter contest aims to reward and recognise “inspirational” sustainable energy schemes that promote the use of renewable energy, tackle fuel poverty, champion energy efficiency or reduce energy demand at a local level. Interested organisations should be able to prove that their project:

(a) has been delivering sustainable energy at a local level for at least one year; 

(b) is delivering demonstrable benefits to the environment; 

(c) is delivering social and economic benefits; 

(d) is inspirational and replicable; 

(e) shows an innovative approach to sustainable energy. 

Entries for the Awards in 2011 must be submitted by 26 October 2010.

For further information about the competition, visit the Ashden Awards website at http://www.ashdenawards.org/apply
Grassroots Grants Reminder
Grassroots Grants of up to £5,000 are still available for community groups in Northumberland.
Visit www.communityfoundation.org.uk/funds/grassrootsgrants/ to see if you are eligible.

You can also link to ezines from CVABV and Wansbeck CVS via their logos


            
             
If you do not wish to receive ‘CANNY News’ in future, do please let us know 
at  info@ca-north.org.uk
