
[image: image1.jpg]Communjty Act’ion‘
CAN €:NEWS "

We support voluntary action and communities throughout Northumberiand





BULLETIN 6: AUGUST 2010

________________________________________________________________

This is our sixth ‘CANNY’ electronic news bulletin.
We will be sending them each month, between the quarterly hard copies of CAN News.

As always, if any of the information included might be of interest to your colleagues and friends, please forward this bulletin to them.  

We also always welcome any feedback so feel free to contact us.

Top article: 
CAN Website
Other articles:  Annual General Meetings – dates for your diary
The Rural Challenge


Contributing to the ‘Big Society’


Pride of Northumberland Awards

Loan Finance Fair



Conference: Developing Enterprising Organisations


Offices To Let in Newcastle 



Reminder: Grassroots Grants
CAN Website
We are looking at undertaking a complete overhaul of our website www.ca-north.org.uk
What do you think about our current website? What else would you find useful to be included?
Please be as critical or as complimentary as you like and send your thoughts to marcjohnson@ca-north.org.uk 

Dates for your diary
The NALC Annual General Meeting is scheduled to be held on Saturday 23 October at 10am in Storey Park Community Centre, St. Mary’s field, Morpeth.
Community Action’s AGM is to be held at Stannington Village Hall on Wednesday 

3 November.  Refreshments will be served from 1.30pm and business begins at 2pm.
The Rural Challenge
The Rural Coalition has published a document entitled The Rural Challenge.

The document describes a future for rural England in which every rural community can thrive. 
It presents a shared policy agenda for rural communities, and its overriding objective is to help achieve a positive, lasting legacy of sustainable rural communities in which people enjoy living and working; which are vibrant, distinctive and in keeping with the character of their surroundings, with a full range of good-quality local services; and which enhance local landscapes, heritage and biodiversity while meeting the challenges of climate and economic change.

It proposes urgent, implementable changes that pick up and respond to the concerns that the partners in the new Coalition Government have already stated they wish to address.
The document can be downloaded from here http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/2010/08/16/the_rural_challenge/
The Rural Coalition was formed in September 2008 and includes Action with Communities in Rural England (CAN’s national body), the Campaign to Protect Rural England, the Country Land and Business Association, the Local Government Group, the Royal Town Planning Institute and the Town and Country Planning Association. 

More information at http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/rural-coalition/”

Contributing to the ‘Big Society’
The Commission for Rural Communities (CRC) is keen to show that rural communities and organisations have already embraced the community approach to identifying and tackling their needs that lies at the heart of the ‘Big Society’ approach. 

CRC want to ensure that central and local government recognise, celebrate and more importantly support the continuation of your efforts, for the benefit of rural people.

There is an opportunity to provide information to go to the Rural Affairs Minister about the effect of the current economic climate and planned changes in public spending on organisations working with rural communities.

For more information visit - http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/2010/08/06/big-society/
Consultation responses for this first phase are required by 27th August 2010

Look out for more information on the Big Society in our next issue of CAN News.
Pride of Northumberland Awards
One of our regional newspaper groups are running awards for individuals, groups and organisations that make a difference to their local community.

Johnston Press has teamed up with Metro Radio to launch the Pride of Northumberland Awards. www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/CustomPages/CustomPage.aspx?sectionid=16485 

Closing date for nominations Thursday 26th August 2010
Loan Finance Fair
Funding Information North East (FINE)
“Loan Finance Fair: demystifying social investment”

Wednesday 29th September 2010 from 1.30pm to 5pm at the Stadium of Light, Sunderland.

This event will bring together a number of loan providers under one roof, allowing you to explore the possibilities loans could hold for your organisation, along with speakers talking openly about the opportunities and risks of using loans.  

Further details from http://www.fine.org.uk/Eventsandtraining.htm#loanfin
Booking deadline is Monday 13th September
Conference: Developing Enterprising Organisations
Community Alliance Conference
A one day conference - looking at how to create organisations that take an enterprising approach in developing sound financial futures for their work

Friday, 22nd October 2010 from 9.30 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. at the Durham Centre, Belmont Industrial Estate, Durham
There will also be an opportunity to enter ‘Bear’s Lair’ - a session based on Dragon’s Den - to present their enterprise idea that could win you a tailored package of support.

For further details and a Booking Form go the Development Trusts Association (North East) website at:- http://www.dta.org.uk/aboutus/dtaintheregions/northeast/Events.htm
Booking deadline is Friday 8th October
Offices To Let in Newcastle
MEA House, in the centre of Newcastle upon Tyne, currently has 4 offices to let exclusively for charities.
For more info on MEA House - www.meahouse.org.uk 

Lauren Young at storeys:ssp is handling all enquiries. Tel: 0191 2326291, 
Email: Lauren.Young@storeys-ssp.co.uk 
Reminder: Grassroots Grants
Nearly 75% of the funding has already been allocated leaving 25%, which is approx £40k, still available to be awarded.

Grassroots Grants of up to £5,000 are still available for community groups in Northumberland.

Visit www.communityfoundation.org.uk/funds/grassrootsgrants/ to see if you are eligible.
CAN staff can help groups with applications to Grassroots, contact us for more information.
You can also link to ezines from CVABV and Wansbeck CVS via their logos

            
             
If you do not wish to receive ‘CANNY News’ in future, do please let us know 
at  info@ca-north.org.uk
