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We support voluntary action and communities throughout Northumberiand





BULLETIN 7: OCTOBER 2010

________________________________________________________________

This is our seventh ‘CANNY’ electronic news bulletin.
We will be sending them each month, between the quarterly hard copies of CAN News.

As always, if any of the information included might be of interest to your colleagues and friends, please forward this bulletin to them.  

We also always welcome any feedback so feel free to contact us.
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A date for your diary…  CAN Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 3 November at Stannington Village Hall, Stannington, Morpeth.
Lunch will be available from 1pm at a subsidised cost of £5 per head, with the business part of the meeting beginning at 2pm, chaired by our President, His Grace the Duke of Northumberland.
Papers are available to view on our website.  If you would like to join us please complete and return the form, together with your cheque if you will be joining us for lunch, by no later than 9am on Monday 1 November.
Street Trading

We recently drew the County Council’s proposals re a new policy on Street Trading to the attention of local councils, village hall committees, churches, rural land-owners and other interests.  
There were widespread fears that the controls would stifle a large amount of community fund-raising and also low-level / informal sales activity.  As a result, the NCC Licensing Committee received a substantial number of responses, which suggested that a more-focussed and manageable regime be developed.  Work has now started to re-draft the proposals accordingly.

Small Schools

In Northumberland’s rural areas, the numbers of young children have been declining over the last 15 years and, even in areas that have experienced new house-building, the number of surplus school places has grown.  As a result, the County Council decided on 14 October to recommend a review of small First Schools, which may result in closure proposals.  For more details go to 

http://committees.northumberland.gov.uk/aksnorthumberland/users/public/admin/kab12.pl?cmte=FAC&meet=9&arc=71
Free CRB Checks for Volunteers!!!!!!

Northumbria Youth are delighted to announce they have successfully secured funding from Northumberland County Council's VCS Investment Fund to enable them to process a limited number of free CRB checks for volunteers in Northumberland. 
PLEASE NOTE: the volunteer must be volunteering for a constituted voluntary/community sector organisation providing services for vulnerable people (including children & young people) in Northumberland.  

If any voluntary or community organisation would like to take advantage of the opportunity this funding provides please contact Kath Khan or Lesley Hill on 01670 858000 or info@northumbriayouth.org.uk and ask for further details and procedure.

Specialist VCS Banking
Unity Trust Bank has been a trusted provider of banking services to the voluntary and community sector, charities, credit unions and social enterprises for over 25 years. 
Being socially focused and customer centred is at the heart of their business and Unity is committed to helping customers achieve their goals in the development of communities and people.

For more information contact Karen Gorman – Development Manager for the region on 0191 251 1539 or email karen.gorman@unity.co.uk.

Unity’s website is www.unity.co.uk

Charity Bank is a bank that’s also a charity.  That means it has a mission:  to help charitable organisations transform people’s lives – and to do this by harnessing the nation’s wealth and using it to create a social return.

Charity Bank is offering charities and community groups a preferential rate for new loans drawn before the 31st December 2010
The preferential rate being offered is a reduction of 0.5%p.a. on its standard interest rate. Interest rates depend on size, type and length of loan but typically vary between 5.5% and 7.5%.

For more details, or to see if loan finance is right for your organisation please contact Charity Bank’s loan team on 01732 774050 or visit www.charitybank.org/loans. 

BT Race to Infinity  

BT has launched a nationwide survey run as a competition called the Race to Infinity. The race, which runs until December 31st 2010, will map demand for fibre broadband across the UK, helping BT identify “hot spots” where demand is high. The data will be used to influence our future deployment plans and BT will upgrade the five exchanges with the highest demand by early 2012 at the latest. Register your vote here -  www.racetoinfinity.bt.com/
If you want to discuss ideas for local campaigns, public meetings etc please get in touch. 

 

Simon Roberson
Regional Partnership Director North East
Tel: 01977 596258

simon.roberson@bt.com
Northumberland High Sheriff Award Scheme is seeking applications
Northumberland High Sheriff's Award Scheme makes annual awards in recognition of groups in the community who encourage useful and beneficial pursuits for young people, helping them to be upstanding citizens and hopefully avoid criminal activities.

Fund guidelines and an application form which can be downloaded from the Northumberland High Sheriff Fund page on our website
The North East Rural Summit

The North East Rural Summit 

23rd November 2010 at Slaley Hall from 9:30am

£25 per delegate

Bookings by 5th Novemeber

For an agenda and booking form please visit our website
An opportunity to respond to the changing landscape of Government policy and to explore opportunities for the rural North East. The event is hosted by the Rural Community Action Network North East, the network of Northumberland, Durham and Tees Valley Rural Community Councils.
 

You can also link to ezines from CVABV and Wansbeck CVS via their logos

            
             
If you do not wish to receive ‘CANNY News’ in future, do please let us know 
at  info@ca-north.org.uk
