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We support voluntary action and communities throughout Northumberiand





BULLETIN 2 FEBRUARY 2010

________________________________________________________________

This is our second ‘CANNY’ electronic news bulletin.
We will be sending them each month, between the quarterly copies of CAN News.

As always, if any of the information included might be of interest to your colleagues and friends, please forward this newsletter to them.  

You can also link to ezines from CVABV and Wansbeck CVS via their logos

            
             
If you do not wish to receive ‘CANNY News’ in future, do please let us know 
at  info@ca-north.org.uk
We also always welcome any feedback so feel free to contact us.

Top Article:  County Council grants for VCS
Other Articles:

· Community Aggregates Fund
· CAN Spring Meeting

· Grassroots Grants

· Big Lottery – Capital Funding & Simpler Application
· Local Food
· Upcoming Events
NCC Funding for the VCS
The NCC budget for 2010-11 will be finalised before the end of February, and only then will the allocations for VCS grants be certain.  In the meantime, NCC is writing to a large number of voluntary bodies, inviting them to apply to the Community Chest.  From now-on, this will be the only possible NCC grant-aid route for a large number of local bodies and the demand will well outstrip the available budget, so our advice is to apply as soon as you can.  Go to www.northumberland.gov.uk/communitychest  to download guidance and an application form

Separate arrangements are being made for funding some specific organisations, including CABx, development trusts and VCS support bodies.  If you have been a regular recipient of council support and are unsure of the new funding arrangements contact Susi Goncu on Susi.Goncu@northumberland.gov.uk

Community Aggregates Fund (COMMA)
The COMMA fund is due to launch on the 1st of March 2010.

Funding of up to £20,000 is available for communities that have been affected by aggregates quarrying.

More information is available here and application forms will be available on our website from the 1st of March.
CAN Spring Meeting
Community Action Northumberland’s Spring Meeting is to be held on Thursday 13 May at Longhorsely Village Hall.  Business begins at 2pm.
Grassroots Grants Still Available
Grassroots Grants of up to £5,000 are still available for community groups in Northumberland. The programme is due to end in March 2011 and so the panel are keen to allocate as much of the funding as possible early in 2010.
Click here for more information and a link to the application form.

Big Lottery – Capital Funding & Simpler Application
Big Lottery have recently announced that they will be launching a dedicated capital stream to help fund improvements to community centres, village halls and other community buildings. 

They will also have a simpler application and assessment process for projects looking for smaller amounts of funding. Click here for more details.
The capital funding stream is due to open in the Autumn – so now is the time to speak to your local CAN Community Development Officer and start planning your application!
Local Food
 
South Pennines Leader Project are seeking evidence from across England of Good Practice in relation to local food
Responses are requested by 5 March 2010
You can download the form by clicking here and return by email to: jessica.sellick@roseregeneration.co.uk 
 
CAN would also be interested to hear about any projects around local food and would be grateful if you could also send the information to marcjohnson@ca-north.org.uk 

Events
Wansbeck CVS Funding Event

Wednesday 10th of March; 1:30pm at Choppington Social Welfare Centre.
You must book for this event, the cost is £10 for 3 places per organisation

Click here for more details.
NEWomen’s Network Conference
Tuesday 23rd March 2010; 9.30 am to 4.30 pm;
Durham Marriott Hotel (Royal County), Old Elvet, Durham, DH1 3JN
The primary audience is women’s voluntary and community organisations and groups across the North East. Funders, commissioners and voluntary sector support providers have also been invited.    Please book here before Friday 26th February 2010 

Free Energy Training

Whitfield C of E Aided First School have overturned the energy performance in the school, cutting heating costs considerably, and are offering free places to community and voluntary organisations for training opportunities in March and April to share their experiences in ‘Green’ issues.  Places are limited. To find out more, click here.
