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We support voluntary action and communities throughout Northumberiand





BULLETIN 8: NOVEMBER 2010

________________________________________________________________

This is our eighth ‘CANNY’ electronic news bulletin.
We will be sending them each month, between the quarterly hard copies of CAN News.

As always, if any of the information included might be of interest to your colleagues and friends, please forward this bulletin to them.  

We also always welcome any feedback so feel free to contact us.
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Shaping our services
Big Society and all that
Nick Hurd, Minister for Civil Society, recently unveiled two important policy documents which he describes as the first step towards helping charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises "grasp new opportunities arising from the massive devolution of power to local communities and the reform of public services that underpins the Big Society. 
 
Building a Stronger Civil Society Strategy
Supporting a Stronger Civil Society, consultation on improving support for frontline civil society organisations. 
 

Both can be downloaded from half way down the home page of the Cabinet Office's website
CAN AGM

At our AGM in Stannington on 3 November, trustees Bob Langley, Anne James and Sonja Bailes stood-down and received ‘thank-you’ presentations from our President, the Duke of Northumberland.  New committee member Hilarie Tucknott was appointed. 
Instead of having a ‘guest speaker’ participants were treated to a question-time session, chaired by George Scott, with a panel composed of Jane Pannell, Jane Hart, Ray Butler and Bob Langley.

CAN offices
CAN’s offices will close for the Christmas holiday at midday on 24 December, and will open at 9am on Tuesday 4 January.

Parish precepts

Many local councils are wisely delaying the finalisation of their budgets until they have a clearer picture of how the County Council will, or will not, be spending its money next year.  Councils, guided by their communities, will decide to what extent they will focus on non-County responsibilities, or substitute for NCC cuts.  In the current year, parish precepts in Northumberland (at Band-D level) range from several pounds per property, to £98.  Statistics provided by DCLG recently revealed a regional average figure of £54 per Band D property.
Local community groups who are planning new projects which might need grant aid from their local council should contact the clerk as soon as possible, before budgets and precepts are finalised.

National Park

DEFRA and the National Park Authority have launched a consultation into NNPA’s arrangements for governance and community engagement.  This may alter the size and composition of the Board, and it should create opportunities for improving the relationship with local residents and businesses.  More details can be found at   www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/npgovernanceconsultation.htm
The deadline for comments is 1 February 2011,

NCC Budget

The County Council learnt recently that they may be facing cuts of £47million, and not the original £30m target, on their core annual budget of £281m.  This set-back has delayed the publication of, and consultations over, next year’s budget, and it also means that the cuts will be even more than had been expected.  Parish and town councils and voluntary organisations are unlikely to know the proposals until January.

Sherburn Hospital Charity Grants

Sherburn Hospital is a charity that relieves need, hardship and distress in the north-east by providing grants both to individuals and to organisations who work with disadvantaged groups.  Although the Hospital itself is located in Durham the charity supports people who live in the North East of England between the rivers Tweed and Tees.

Grants to individuals – for those in extreme social need.
Applications must be made on behalf of the client by a welfare agency (ie, social services, probation service, citizen’s advice bureaux, victim support, health, disability and housing projects and other such organisations):  http://www.sherburnhouse.org/relief-in-need
Grants to organisations – to improve life for people who are disadvantaged in some way because of where they live, or their personal circumstances, or both:  http://www.sherburnhouse.org/grants
The charity would very much welcome applications from individuals or groups within Northumberland.  For more detailed information please view the Sherburn Hospital Charity website: http://www.sherburnhouse.org/
Charity Media Training
A comprehensive toolkit – The Complete Charity Media Skills Training package – has been launched to help charities achieve more and better media coverage for their organisation and its work.  

The toolkit – a ‘home-study’ course -  contains six learning modules, three cds and two dvds, templates, forms and checklists.  Costs range from £149.97 for the smallest charities up to £349.97 for the largest.  

Find out more and download a free audio seminar called The 7 Big Mistakes Charities Make When Seeking Media Coverage… and How to Avoid Them from www.charitymediatraining.co.uk
Community Buildings

From December 2010, community buildings within targeted urban and rural settings will be able to apply for funding between £100,000 and £500,000 through the Reaching Communities programme.

Eligibility for the programme will be determined by the 2007 Indices of Multiple Deprivation with adjustments made to balance the eligibility in urban and rural areas, this will be based on Lower Super Output Areas (LSOA). If the LSOA benefitted from a grant in the previous Community Buildings programme, groups in that LSOA will be ineligible to apply to this programme. A map of LSOAs in Northumberland can be found here - http://www.northumberlandinfonet.org.uk/health_care/health/data/joint_strategic_needs_assessment/soc_IMD2007NorthumberlandMap.png
An eligibility tool will be available on the Big Lottery website from December http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_reaching_communities?tab=4&regioncode=-uk
	Grassroots Grants


The Grassroots Grants programme in Northumberland will be closed after the December panel meeting. The Community Foundation working with CAN, Wansbeck CVS and CVA Blyth Valley will have successfully awarded all of the £428,329 of funding available over the three years of the programme.

The Community Foundation continue to make grants through other funds they manage, more information at www.communityfoundation.org.uk 

Groups Assisted Survey

CAN are about to launch a survey of the groups we have worked with using Survey Monkey which is an online survey tool. Using the online tool will help CAN to survey a greater number of people than using either emailed or paper based surveys and will reduce the time taken to analyse the survey.

Look out for a link to the survey arriving in your inbox and please take the time to complete the form – evidence from the survey will be used to help us secure future funding to continue providing services!

Joint Statement from Charitable Funders
 

North East funding trusts and foundations have issued a collective statement setting out charitable funders' position in response to the public sector cuts. The purpose is to manage expectations, both those of grant applicants and those of public bodies who may all-too-easily assume they can step in to fill gaps. It can be downloaded from  http://www.communityfoundation.org.uk/news/news_article.php?offset=0&id=268
 
National Survey of Charities and Social Enterprises
 

The government, together with MORI, is currently running the National Survey of Charities and Social Enterprises (formerly the Third Sector Survey) which will provide valuable information across the country at a local authority level of the extent to which the voluntary and community sector feels supported to deliver its objectives. About 900 invitations were sent out to registered charities and incorporated bodies in Northumberland. Many have been completed and returned but the response rate is below the national average.  For those who haven't managed to get round to it, the current deadline is early December. For those who have been invited, it can be completed on line. http://www.nscsesurvey.com/    

 
Seeing ahead - the new Equality Act
Hurry,  a last chance to bring yourself up-to-date with the new Equality Act.  In Newcastle on Wednesday 24 November 2010  9.45am – 1.30pm with free lunch. Open to all voluntary and community organisations with presentations from national experts on the new duties and the public law implications. Click here for programme and booking form. 
 

Shaping Our Services

Northumberland County Council will have to make an estimated saving of £50 million over the next three years.  This is your chance to tell them where the money should be spent, what you think the priorities should be and what ideas you have for saving money. The following workshops will take place:
 

Morpeth - Thursday 25th November - Morpeth Town Hall, Ballroom, 6-8pm
Blyth - Friday 26 November - The Isabella Centre 10.30 – 12.00 noon
Alnwick - Friday 26th November - St James's Church Centre, The Embleton Room, 2-4pm
 

If you would like to attend, please reply to Alyson Forster,  Alyson.Forster@northumberland.gov.uk 
 

You can also link to ezines from CVABV and Wansbeck CVS via their logos

            
             
If you do not wish to receive ‘CANNY News’ in future, do please let us know 
at  info@ca-north.org.uk
