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The Place Survey – locality breakdown
This agenda item will be supplemented with a presentation by Shona Rowe (Northumberland InfoNet) highlighting the Area Profile information now available for each locality.

	1
	Purpose of the Report



	
	To highlight the findings of the Place Survey by locality within Northumberland.


	2
	Action Required



	
	The Executive is requested to discuss the implications of the findings of the Place Survey at locality level – particularly in steering the future development of the Community Forums.


	3
	Background 



	
	The new National Indicator Set introduced in 2008 contains 25 indicators which are informed by citizens' views and perspectives.  To reduce the number of surveys being undertaken by local authorities, 18 of these are collected through a single Place Survey administered by each local authority.  
This Place Survey, to be conducted every two years, replaces the Best Value User Satisfaction Survey and the Planning, Benefits and Library surveys. 

In Northumberland, Ipsos Mori conducted the first Place Survey on behalf of the County Council.  Following an extensive national validation process by Government, the headline results for all local authorities were published in July.  The overall picture for the county in comparison to the North East and England was a relatively positive one.  

However, in September, the breakdown for the three Areas within Northumberland was published and demonstrated quite stark differences in the views and perceptions of those living in the south-east relative to the rest of the county.

The InfoNet has now managed to distil this information down even further and produce a statistical breakdown of the Place Survey for each of the 27 localities where Community Forums are being progressively established.

The graphs attached to this report illustrate the findings for the six National Indicators that represent the basket of indicators that provide the barometer for assessing “Stronger Communities”.  The tables overleaf provide an initial analysis of these findings.




	Janice Rose

	Corporate Policy Manager

	01670 534029

	janice.rose@northumberland.gov.uk

	PLACE SURVEY – “STRONGER COMMUNITIES” INDICATORS

	NI 1
	Percentage of people who believe people from different backgrounds get on well together

	NI 2
	Percentage of people who feel that they belong to their neighbourhood

	NI 3
	Civic participation – Percentage of respondents taking part in at least 1 activity in the last 12 months

	NI 4
	Percentage of people who feel they can influence decisions in their locality

	NI 5
	Percentage of the population satisfied with their area as a place to live

	NI 6
	Participation in regular volunteering

	NI 4 is regarded by Government as representing the indicator that best assesses the level of community empowerment and engagement within a local authority area.


	Localities in the lowest cohort
	NI1
	NI2
	NI3
	NI4
	NI5
	NI6

	Blyth
	√
	√
	
	
	
	√

	Choppington, Stakeford and Guidepost
	
	√
	√
	
	
	

	Cramlington
	
	√
	√
	
	
	√

	East Ashington
	√
	√
	√
	
	√
	√

	East Bedlington
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	Ellington, Lynemouth and Linton
	√
	
	
	√
	√
	

	Newbiggin
	√
	
	
	
	√
	

	Ponteland
	
	
	
	√
	
	

	Prudhoe
	
	
	√
	√
	
	

	Seahouses and Belford
	√
	
	
	√
	
	√

	Seaton Valley
	
	
	√
	
	
	√

	West Ashington
	
	
	
	
	√
	

	West Bedlington
	
	
	
	√
	
	√

	Widdrington and Cresswell
	√
	√
	
	
	√
	

	

	Number below the national average
	7
	11
	11
	17
	10
	10


	Localities in the highest cohort
	NI1
	NI2
	NI3
	NI4
	NI5
	NI6

	Allendale
	√
	√
	
	√
	√
	√

	Alnwick
	
	
	
	√
	
	√

	Coquetdale
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√

	East Tynedale
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Glendale
	
	√
	
	
	
	

	Haltwhistle and Rural West 
	
	
	√
	
	
	

	Hartburn and Rural West
	√
	
	√
	√
	√
	

	Hexham and Hexhamshire
	
	
	√
	
	
	√

	North Tyne and Redesdale
	
	
	√
	
	
	√

	Mid Tyne 
	
	√
	
	
	√
	

	Ponteland
	√
	
	
	
	
	

	Seahouses and Belford
	
	√
	
	
	
	

	Seaton Valley
	
	
	
	√
	
	

	

	Number above the national average
	20
	16
	16
	10
	17
	17


	Comments

· NI 4 is the only indicator where a majority of localities are performing below the national average
· Three localities (Allendale, Coquetdale and Hartburn & Rural West) are above the national average in three or more indicators

· Eight localities (Blyth; Chopping, Stakeford and Guide Post; Cramlington; East Ashington; and East Bedlington; Ellington, Lynemouth and Linton; Seahouses and Belford; Widdrington and Cresswell) are below the national average in three or more indicators
· Three localities (Ponteland; Seahouses and Belford; and Seaton Valley) feature on both lists
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[image: image4.emf]NI 3 - Civic Participation - % of respondents taking part in at least 1 activity in the last 12 months
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[image: image5.emf]NI 4 - % of people who feel they can influence decisions in their locality
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[image: image6.emf]NI 5 - % of the population satisfied with their area as a place to live
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