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Localities and community forums
In November, the results of the nationwide ‘Place Survey’ finally became available with a suitably local level of analysis:  the locality (formerly, ‘belonging communities’).  The survey, conducted in Autumn 2008 (ie before LGR), asked residents a series of questions about their attitudes and perceptions on key topics such as:
· How satisfied are you with your local area as a place to live?
· Do you agree that you can influence decisions affecting your local area?

· How often have you given unpaid help to any groups or clubs?

· Which services most need improving?

Not surprisingly, there are some striking contrasts across Northumberland in the nature of the responses from different localities.  Overall, the rural areas exhibited higher levels of volunteering, sense of belonging, sense of ‘togetherness’ between people of different backgrounds, confidence to influence decisions, and so on.  However, there are also some striking surprises, including localities which perform highly on some indicators but poorly on others.
Also in November, discussions within the NSP’s Stronger Communities partnership have led to an appraisal of how the idea of community forums has evolved, and of how they are developing in practice.  As a result, the responsibility for overviewing the concept and development of community forums has been re-established within the NSP, and NSP’s members are being encouraged to re-affirm their commitment to this way of working.
Taken together, the Place Survey and the NSP’s progress review on community forums provide an opportunity for CAN and other partners to devise and implement strategies to address the more-significant issues which the Place Survey has revealed.

It is important that these issues and opportunities are embraced in CAN’s Action Plan for 2010-11.
