PAPER C


CAN’s Rural Work
As part of the process of revising our business plan and of developing our action plan for the year-ahead, there has been some discussion in the Strategy Sub-Committee about the need to develop our ‘rural work’.  This paper is a summary of the issues and opportunities.

1. CAN is a rural community council, as well as a CVS.  We have always had an interest and role re rural policy and rural development practice.  In recent years we have played an active and supportive role as part of the NSP Rural Group.  However, this Group ended abruptly in March 2009, there is not an obvious successor body, and so there is a current need.
2. The identification of Cllr John Riddle as the NSP’s ‘Rural Champion’ provides an opportunity for CAN and others to organise both to support his role within the NSP, and as a nucleus on which to develop new collaborative initiatives.

3. There are other bodies in Northumberland who are likely to share our view:  a regret about the loss of an effective rural forum; a feeling that the resources are no longer available to reinvent the Rural Group, but a desire to ‘raise our rural game’.
4. Under the auspices of the NSP, Bob Langley has organised an initial discussion to gauge interest among a few bodies, regarding joint working.  This will be followed up later in the Spring, by engaging with a wider range of bodies.
5. CAN’s ‘offer’ can potentially include:

(i) The contacts and intelligence which we being, from our local work with the VCS and parish councils in rural areas
(ii) Our links nationally with ACRE

(iii) The opportunity from April 2011 to create a part-time post to focus on rural issues, proofing and practice

(iv) The prospect in early summer to employ a Rural Housing Enabler and to convene and support a rural housing group

(v) The exploitation of the ‘OCSI data’ of rural-specific statistics, which are being made available via ACRE.
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