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	Village SOS Live in The North East

	Wednesday 30 November 2011, 10.00am – 4pm,

Darlington Football Club, Neasham Road, Darlington DL2 1DL


Village SOS is a campaign by the Big Lottery Fund which is supporting communities across the UK to start up new enterprises – from shops and food projects to broadband schemes – that will help to rejuvenate their areas and meet the needs of local people. The campaign was launched in August to coincide with the BBC’s Village SOS television series. 
The campaign, delivered by rural communities charity Plunkett Foundation in partnership with Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE), Locality and Co-operatives UK, includes a nationwide advice line where people can get expert advice about setting up and running community enterprises from business, social enterprise and rural specialists. It also sees a series of 24 events that visit every English region, Wales and Scotland twice, as well as Northern Ireland. 

In the North East, the Village SOS campaign is being supported by Tees Valley Rural Community Council (TVRCC), Durham Rural Community Council (DRCC) and Community Action Northumberland (CAN). TVRCC is running the first one-day event in the region designed to inspire local rural communities to take the first steps in setting up a community enterprise. The second regional event will be in Hexham in Spring 2012.
Starting a community business is a proven way to revitalise your village and boost rural pride. From running shops and pubs to libraries and swimming pools, generating your own renewable energy or setting up a broadband service, the ways to get involved and help your community are only limited by your imagination.

Why not come along to this event to hear how others have launched their very own rural revival, starting community businesses that have breathed new life into their villages and created jobs.

Aims for the Day

By the end of the day, participants will:

· Have heard from a range of inspirational speakers on rural community and social enterprise;

· Have been able to access free training and coaching; and

· Have received general advice and signposting for their own community requirements.

Event Attendees

This event will be of interest to:
· Parish Councillors and Clerks

· Village Hall Management Committee members

· Community leaders

· Civil Society Sector staff
To book your place, please visit www.villagesos.org.uk and click on the yellow 'Book Your Place' button or complete the enclosed form and return to TVRCC.

Draft Event Agenda 
	10:00 – 10:30
	Arrival and registration
Refreshments available – plus networking and a chance to view the exhibition

	
	

	10:30 – 10:35
	Welcome 

	
	

	10:35 – 10:45
	Agenda and aims for the day by the Chair

	
	

	10:45 – 10:55
	An introduction to Village SOS 

	
	

	10:55 – 11:10 
	Speaker 1 Case Study

	
	

	11:10 – 11:25
	Speaker 2 Keynote Speaker

	
	

	11:25– 11:40
	Q&A

	
	

	11:40 – 12:00
	Refreshment Break – plus networking and a chance to view the exhibition

	
	

	12:00 – 13:00
	Workshop Groups – each lasting 30 minutes, time has also been allowed for moving between groups. Delegates will attend two workshop groups during this session. Possible topics:
A Community Consultation on Community Enterprises 
B Volunteer Management  

C Fundraising Skills for Community Enterprises 
D Skills for Community Enterprises 

	
	

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch – plus networking and a chance to view exhibition

	
	

	14:00 – 15:00
	Workshop Groups – each lasting 30 mins, delegates attend the final two sessions
A Community Consultation on Community Enterprises. Possible topics:

B Volunteer Management  
C Fundraising Skills for Community Enterprises 
D Skills for Community Enterprises 

	
	

	15:00 – 15:30
	Question Time 

Summary of the Day, Thank you and Goodbye



	To book your place, please visit www.villagesos.org.uk and click on the yellow 'Book Your Place' button or complete the enclosed form and return to TVRCC 


Places are limited so please reply by Friday 18th November 2011


Booking Form
Name:

Organisation:

Role/Job Title:

Address:

Phone Number:

Email:

Please tick the relevant box

· I am attending this event as an individual who is NOT already part of a community enterprise

· I am attending this event as an individual who IS already part of a community enterprise

· I am attending this event on behalf of a rural support organisation

· I am attending this event on behalf of a community enterprise support organisation

· Other  (Please describe)

Do you have any special dietary requirements/food allergies? 
Yes/No

(If yes, please describe)

· Vegetarian

· Vegan

· Other (please describe)

Do you require a loop system?
Yes/No

How did you hear about Village SOS?

This is a FREE event; however, non-attendees will be charged £25 

Please return to TVRCC, 2a Cadcam Centre, High Force Road, Riverside Park, Middlesbrough, TS2 1RH by 18th November 2011
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