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To the west of Rothbury, at the mid-point of the National Park, 
lies Coquetdale. Through it, the River Coquet meanders past 
rolling moorland, rocky outcrops and ancient hay meadows. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The hospital has 12 beds, each with en-suite facilities 

 

• The beds have been used for ‘step up’ and ‘step down’ and for end-of-life 
care. Available to all, but mostly used by elderly. 

 

There has been a Community 
Hospital in Coquetdale since 

1905. The present hospital was 
built, using PFI, in 2007. 

 



A shocking blow which angered the community. 

On Friday September 2nd, 2016, Northumberland CCG closed the ward, and 

sent the staff and patients elsewhere.  

 

 

 

 



Rothbury GP Practice 

The GP practice announced on 7th September: 

The suspension of the beds will mainly impact a 

frail and vulnerable group of patients and we 

are wary of the long-term implications of this 

measure. 

 

 



The Save Rothbury Community Hospital Team 
@June 2018 
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Consultation? ONLY ONE OPTION OFFERED.  
Close the ward – permanently 
What was offered instead? 

A ‘Health and Well-being Hub’  - a vague concept which has never been properly 
explained. However, we have welcomed it - but we still need the beds.  

We asked: 

• Our ageing population is set to increase by 20% in next 5 years. What will the 
new centre provide for an ageing population? 

• ‘Hubs’ elsewhere have become expensive office blocks for staff – how to 
ensure this doesn’t happen in Rothbury? 

 

 



Dialogue and Research 
 

 

WELL OVER 
 7,000  

signatures on  
our petition 

Talked with other 
campaign groups, experts, 
academics. Researched 
evidence. Made dozens of 
FOI requests 

Talked with residents in Coquetdale 
Held 3, very well attended, Public 
meetings. Organised marches. 

Talked with: 
CCG Northumberland 
NHS Northumberland 
NHS England 
NHS Improvement 
Ann Marie Trevelyan MP 
All Coquetdale Parish 
Councils  
 



What do we know about Northumberland CCG? 

The latest report rates our CCG in the lowest quartile of CCGs nationally for 4 
indicators. 
Northumberland CCG remains in Special Measures – rated ‘RED’ - for 
‘Financial Performance’ and ‘Quality of Leadership’. (2016-17, latest figures). 



The Campaign Group asked the CCG to 
consider our option ‘Coquetdale Cares – 
the Community Vision.  



Who to believe? 

• CCG claim that the suspension of the ward caused no problems 

 
• BUT we have seen 95+% occupancy of acute beds in Northumbria (85% is safe 

limit) 

• Norovirus affected major hospitals – Rothbury ward is infection controlled 

• We have many documented cases of people being sent home then ending up 
back in an acute ward 

• We have had several people have to end their life outside of Coquetdale, 
causing difficulties for their loved ones 

 

 

 



 

 

  
September 2017 
The CCG Voted -  
Unanimously - 
To permanently 
close our ward 



Our document for the  
Scrutiny Committee. 

 

 

 
Our analysis of the 
Decision Making 
Report of the NHS 
Northumberland 
Clinical Commissioning 
Group. 



Northumberland County Council 
Health and Wellbeing Oversight and Scrutiny 

 

 

 



Where are we now? 

 

• Independent Reconfiguration Panel – initial assessment given to Jeremy 
Hunt, Department of Health and Social Care. 

• We await his decision. 



Since the ward closure, however.. 

 

• The Rothbury GPs were right. Remember their prediction? 
The suspension of the beds will mainly impact a frail and vulnerable 
group of patients and we are wary of the long-term implications of this 
measure. 

 

• There have been awful hardships since the closure. 

• BBC TV report on Look North  

https://youtu.be/Q2OEf5PFnrw

